Whitley Parish Council – Ref 01/2016
(Minute numbers should be preceded by the above reference prefix)

Minutes of the Whitley Parish Council Meeting held on 12th January 2016 at Whitley & Eggborough Primary School.

1.  The meeting was opened at 7.30 p.m. by the Chairman.

2. Present.   Cllrs. K Walton, S. Cole, F Blackburn, P Broadhurst, & J Watson.  Also in attendance for part of the meeting was: C. Cllr John McCartney and D. Cllr Debbie White. 
3. Apologies: – Cllr. S Humphrey – reason for absence agreed by the Council.

3.1 Absence of Cllr. Coney noted. 

4 Declaration of Interests 

None declared.
5 Minutes of the last meeting

5.1 The minutes of the meeting on 24th November 2015 were taken as read and agreed as being a true record and were then signed by the chairman.
7. Housing Needs Survey
(This matter brought forward by the Chairman to facilitate the early release of speakers)

In attendance was Ms. Emma Whittles, Rural Housing Enabler and her two colleagues Julia Jennison and Rachel Crossley. 

Ms. Whittles explained the background of her role and presented the findings of the survey carried out between 19th November and 23rd December 2015.  

· 14 responses received (1 incomplete at this stage)

· 13 responses live in the area and have housing need

· Variety of reasons for wanting to move 
· Average asking price of the current 18 properties for sale in Whitley (12th January 16) is £262,676

· The survey identified a range of tenures including – low cost home ownership, affordable rent and starter homes together with a small number of open market homes as a consideration in line with Selby DC Core strategy.  

· Based on the survey a development of a minimum of 8 properties mainly two bedroom and some 3 bedroom is recommended. 

Ms Whittles then took a variety of questions from the Council, members of the public and NYCC John McCartney. These questions covered in general; the subjects of the site having previously been rejected for development and was this just another way of getting around planning regulations; the potential for it opening up previously designated greenbelt land for development; how the allocation of these properties would be done. 
Ms Whittles and her colleagues addressed these questions and pointed out that this was just the first stage in the process. The survey had identified a need in Whitley for different type(s) of accommodation.  Any development would need to follow planning regulations and there would be further consultation.  An example of how these developments work could be seen in the Appleton Roebuck scheme and other sites around North Yorkshire. Ms. Whittles stated she would be producing a full report a copy of which will be sent to the Parish Council. 

The Chairman thanked her and her colleagues for the presentation and stated she look forward to seeing the full report.  Ms Whittles and her colleagues then left the meeting.   

6.  Matters Arising
6.1 Dog Fouling – Cllr. Cole informed the meeting that she had been in touch with the Dog Warden who had provided example of signs and posters that could be used.  The Dog Warden had informed her of a spray that could be used to highlight dog fouling but this would only really be effective on footpaths rather than on grassed areas.    The Dog Warden had agreed to undertake a survey of the village with Cllr. Cole and recommend a variety of interventions that could be taken.  Cllr. Cole said a date was to be fixed and offered up the opportunity of other members of the council joining her on the survey.    
6.2 a) Parking on footpath outside Care Home, West side A19.  – The Clerk reported that K. Leppingwell had emailed the Home on this subject.  Cllr. Blackburn stated that he had not seen any parking there since the last meeting.
      b) Cllr. Humphrey had emailed the PCC Office on the subject of Community Speedwatch Scheme requesting feedback.  A reply had been received stating that the information as yet was not in the public domain but it was hoped that the Scheme would be rolled out across the county soon. The email pointed out the PCC was passionate about road safety and that hopefully there will be an update soon with information about how to apply and volunteer.  
Open Public Forum.  
The Chairman adjourned the meeting to allow members of the public to give their views and ask questions.

· NYC Cllr. John McCartney informed the meeting that he had been notified that the following areas of footpaths would be cleared back in 2016. These are: Silver Street to Millfield’s (West A19).  From Dunblair (near the Church) into Learning Lane and the path from Templar Close up to the bus stop on the A19.  He request the Parish Council looks at proposals to sustain these areas in the future. 
· Mr John White asked about the Speedgun which Whitley PC had purchased and was still on loan to Burn PC, is the Parish Council going to retrieve this?  The Clerk said that he would look into this and recover the Speedgun before the next meeting. 
· Mr John White mentioned that he had seen the meeting agenda and a positive note about the meeting had been posted on the parish Notice boards and that he felt that again there were people in the village who could not view these boards.  He then commented that he felt disappointed that the PC was not producing a Parish Newsletter.  There was then a discussion on the Pros and Cons of producing a newsletter around costs, time and effectiveness and that facilities and activities in the village did not provide sufficient material for a newsletter.   It was clarified by the Council that it had not refused to produce a newsletter at the last meeting but had stated that a newsletter would be produced at least once a year and when it was felt there was a need for one.
· Mr John White raised the issue of funds identifying £3,000 for A19 safety matters and could this not be reallocated to other project.  Councillors mentioned the previous traffic survey they had conducted and the poor feedback it had received.  They also stated that they were committed to road safety and that there needed to be funds available for this. 
· Mr John White identified that at the last meeting he was invited to make an appointment with the Clerk which he hadn’t done due to the Christmas / New Year holidays but he would be arranging that appointment with the Clerk.  He raised the matter of what he believed to be £19,000 in reserve that the Council would have going into the next financial year. He asked the question; was there a limit that the Council should have on reserves.  The Clerk pointed out that since he had just taken up his role this was not something that he was confident answering.  He explained that the arrangement up to May 2016 was that Mr Keith Leppingwell (previous Clerk) had retained the post of Responsible Finance Office (RFO) to assist him with the finances and provide training. The Clerk suggested this matter could be addressed at the meeting he was planning to arrange.
· Mr John White stated that he was disappointed that once again there was nothing in the local paper about the meeting or the activities of the Parish Council (PC). He had local papers with him showing examples of other PC doing this.    Cllr J Watson asked to look at the papers and agreed that a small number did publish these details but most were advertising events such as coffee morning etc. which this parish did not have.  Cllr Cole said she would follow up on this again.

· Mr John White asked why the Parish Council were paying to hire the school for the meeting.  He had found some legislation which stated that if the school was the only place where a meeting could take place then the school should provide it free of charge.  The Clerk stated that he was not aware of such legislation and asked Mr White to send him the details and he would investigate this. 
With no further questions from the public the open forum was closed and the formal meeting was resumed.

8.  Correspondence received. (Items for comment / information)
· The items received and the action taken were noted by the Council
9 Finance & Administration

8.1 The clerk reported the RFO had reported the bank balances at 12/01/2015 as being; 

Deposit Accounts: Santander PLC £24,020.02. Co-op Bank PLC Deposit Account £50,000. Total Deposit Accounts £74,020.02
Current Accounts: Santander PLC £15,872.30, Co-op Bank £ 3,113.75. Total Current Accounts: £18,986.05
         Funds held in reserve for future play area maintenance = £72,575.04.  Other ring-fenced and reserved funds = £3,709.65.  Total is £77,484.6

8.2   The following accounts were approved for payment: HMRC PAYE Quarter to 31/12/2015.      £164.88, JR & L Taylor – maintenance of grounds etc. £1,200, SLCC Membership Subscription for 2016 £77.
10. Changes to the external Audit Regime from 2017
      Resolved to remain opted into the new Sector Led Body audit regime 

11. A19 Safety Matters
11.1 The N.Y Protocol on VAS identified that the protocol only allowed for the type of VAS that are currently in use in the village.  There was discussion around approaching NYCC to look at exceptions for Whitley but it was felt that this would not be granted.  In view of this it was resolved that road safety would remain on the agenda and regularly reviewed. 
12. Christmas Tree
 12.1 Cllr. Broadhurst reported that he had received positive feedback on the Christmas tree.  There had been a few issues with securing the tree since the ground was so soft.  Mr John White commented that he was grateful to the member(s) of the Council who had attended and righted the tree on Christmas day.  Cllr. Broadhurst informed the Council that the total cost of the tree with stand and decorations was £112.00.  The decorations had been recovered for use next year and it is planned that next year the children from the school will be involved in producing some decorations for the tree.

13. Verge Cutting Report
13.1 Cllr John Watson provided a verbal summary of the report and commented that this matter should be an annual event and subject to running ongoing reporting.  He also informed the Council that the piece of land between A19 (West) bus stop and Millfields was owned by H&H Agriculture and this land was a purpose built ‘bund’ to assist with the cultivation of the field.  The company had stated that this ‘bund’ would be cut by the company twice a year in the growing season.   His report was then circulated to council members.
14. The Queens 90th Birthday celebrations
14.1 The matter was discussed with comments taken from the public as well.  The cost of purchasing a beacon was £299.00 plus VAT along with gas cylinders.  Cllr Watson will liaise with the landlord of the George and Dragon to see if he is planning any event.  Cllr Cole will mention the matter in the local paper. Details of the event should be placed on the Councils social media sites and the parish notice boards with requests for comments as to what resident’s whish the council to do about this event.  
15. A.O.B.
15.1 Cllr Walton stated that 23 over 80’s Christmas parcels had been handed out and all were gratefully received, one resident has sent a Christmas card. The cost of the presents had been over budget by £4.74p.
15.2 Cllr Watson mentioned that there had been an oil order placed by the village oil consortium. Some 80 residents were benefiting from being in the consortium with the current price being 21.9p a litre. He believed residents were on average saving around £100 a year by being part of this. 
The chairman closed the meeting at 9.20p.m.
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